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In October, ARENA introduced legislation in the National Assembly for privatizing
commercialization of coffee. ARENA Assembly members who comprise the majority approved the
privatization measure. Coffee production is largely in the hands of El Salvador's large landowners.
Commercialization, including all external trade, was nationalized in 1980. President Jose Napoleon
Duarte said he would veto the bill. (Basic data from 11/21/88 report by Regional Coordination for
Economic and Social Research of Central America and the Caribbean-CRIES, Managua)
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